
    Audacity 
Audacity is a free and simple audio editor and recorder for multiple platforms, including Windows, Mac OS X, GNU/Linux 
and more. Audacity can be used to record, play, and edit (cut, copy, splice) a variety of audio file types including WAV, MP3, 
AIFF, OGG, Vorbis, and even live audio from microphone, line input, or other sources.  With ultra-sophisticated features for 
recording, importing/exporting, editing, sound effects, and supported sound qualities of 16-bit, 24-bit, and 32-bit, Audacity is 
an extremely high quality, powerhouse audio editor.

This information came from the web site.... and all that being said, in our first grade classroom, instead of attempting the highly 
technical, we are doing very simple... yet important... work using Audacity as our platform.

I work with a little boy with autism. 

People think that he has significant difficulties reading... but actually, at least in my opinion, he is simply uncomfortable reading 
out loud. 

I have been recording his progress over the past several weeks, taping him reading his classroom anthology stories, guided 
reading group books, high frequency words, and books that he has chosen himself.  

I am very, very pleased to say that recently his DIBELS scores have started to improve... but maybe more importantly, I am 
seeing his reading confidence and enjoyment slowly but steadily increase as we practice. 

iMovie  
Children today are digital learners.

Do you want to engage them?  

Videos are a great way to draw students in... and the good news is that movies don't have to be a production.  

Quite frankly, all you need to do is throw together a few video clips to attract their attention.  (Of course, if you have more time 
and want to fine-tune every edit, you can do that too.) With iMovie you can do as much as you want... or as little as you want... 
and then share it all, and look polished in the process.

In fact,  iMovie is so simple, even a 3rd grader can do it!

I have proof.  

My son wanted to do a project for his school's science fair but, because it involved matches, we figured it was safer to do the 
experiment at home and video tape it.  

As educators educating educators, you know that kids are drawn to video... and this one, much to my son's delight, attracted a 
crowd at his science fair.  

The best news is that, quite frankly, it took us longer to boil the eggs than it did to put his ribbon-winning iMovie project 
together.




