
Music Video 
Technology/Language Arts Project 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:   
 
This project allows students to create their own unique music video that features a current topic 
in the classroom.  Topics could range from a school wide creed or theme to something in a 
specific content area, for example social studies.  This project also allows for students with 
musical and other artistic talents to be able to utilize them in the classroom (most likely a 5th or 
6th grade level). 
 
Once the teacher has selected the topic, students will work together to write the content for the 
video.  This can be done in the form of a rap, rewriting lyrics to a familiar song, or even just 
overlaying words on top of a beat.  For example in my class, we have a student who is a very 
talented rapper, he will be recording the rap that the class has worked on together.  We will do 
this with GarageBand.   
 
After the audio has been recorded, it can be exported as an mp3.  The teacher will then put this 
file into what we will call a digital suitcase.  The digital suitcase will be an integral part of this 
project.   Students will then collect more items for the digital suitcase, including pictures (ones 
they’ve taken themselves if it is a school related theme or ones from other sources), video 
(filmed by the class), and other media.   
 
When all of the content has been collected the teacher will compile it and place it on all of the 
student computers.  Every student will then have access to the same digital suitcase.  They can 
then assemble their own individual video through the media that has been assembled (by the 
class) and placed into this folder.  Students will have many artistic liberties in creating this video 
as they learn to better navigate iMovie.   
 
DIGITAL SUITCASE:   
  
This is one of the most important components of the project.  The digital suitcase allows students 
to have access to material that the class has compiled, while at the same time allowing the 
teacher to limit the content.  This gives the teacher control over what can appear in the students’ 
videos.  Also, it saves time because it provides a finite amount of choices for the students as they 
go about creating their own movies. 
 
TECHNOLOGY NEEDED:   
 

• Student computers (Macs) 
• Software (iMovie, GarageBand) 
• Cameras (if students are getting their own pics) 
• Recording device (if not already a part of the computer) 

 



Music Video 
Technology/Language Arts Project 

 
CHECKLIST 

 
 Teacher selects a relevant topic for students to base their videos on 

 Students write relevant lyrics/words to the topic 

 Teacher/students decide on a medium to record the class’s lyrics/words 

 Teacher uses GarageBand to record and edit the material 

 Teacher places the recorded lyrics into the digital suitcase 

 Students gather materials for the digital suitcase (pictures, video, etc.) 

 Students give materials to teacher, teacher selects appropriate materials and 

places them into the digitals suitcase (the teacher can decide how much will 

be in this digital suitcase) 

 Students work on their movies by using iMovie to edit them  

 All materials from the digital suitcase can be easily imported into iMovie  

 Once the videos are done, they can be shared through a variety of mediums, 

on teacher websites, shown in the classroom, etc. 

PA STATE STANDARDS (without integrating it into another content area of your choice) 
 
1.4.5.A: Write poems, multi-paragraph stories, and plays. 
 
9.1.5.J: Apply traditional and contemporary technologies for producing, performing and exhibiting works in the 
arts or the works of others. 

• Experiment with contemporary technologies (e.g., color fills on computers, texture methods on computers, 
fonts/point systems, animation techniques, video teleconferencing, multimedia techniques, internet access, 
library computer card catalogues). 


